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Wow...THAT

was

March!

Now, a chill in the air and people
arriving at classes in their woollies!
But, the amazing activities we have
on offer keep everyone very warm
and busy in Castlemaine U3A!!
Photography

Like to be on the front page?
Send me a few pics! Ed.

Popular Music
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Scrabble

Committee of Management Report
As the crunch and rustle of leaves around our
ankles alerts us to the last throes of summer, it’s
pleasing to be able to report that your U3A has
settled into the year’s activities seamlessly. But
that’s not without significant efforts behind the
scenes.
I’m still very new to U3A, but I’m quickly
learning that many of you have already
devoted many hours in, often, a number of
roles over more years than perhaps you care
to remember, and, on behalf of your fellow
members, I thank you for that service and for
playing a part in creating the vibrant
organisation we have today.
And I should note that Monique Thomson,
having passed on the Secretary's baton, will
continue on the Committee of Management
and has taken on the role of Volunteer
Coordinator.
Talking of volunteers, I don’t need to remind
you again, but I’m going to anyway, that without volunteers, the activities that I see and
hear people enjoying so heartily simply would
not exist.
We now have 99 activities or classes - call
them what you will - available. Your tutors will
devote nearly three thousand hours of class
time alone over this year, and who knows how
many hours of preparation. And all this activity
is overseen, polished and buffed by our
dedicated Course Coordination Working
Group, led by Russell Annear.
And all of that activity would count for nought
without the calm efficiency of Venues
Coordinator Elizabeth Brown. She juggles
available venues and class requirements with
the dexterity of a Cirque du Soleil performer to
get the best matches we can.
It’s unfair to highlight individuals because there
are always others helping behind the scenes to
enable them to achieve what they do.
And such is the case with our Finance team.
My Committee of Management colleague,
John Waldie, mentioned in last month’s newsletter that we are seeking a volunteer to take
on the role of Treasurer, as Jo Thompson winds
down her involvement. So I wanted to take this
opportunity to focus on that role and the
supports we have in place to assist.
Jo doesn’t do it all herself - she heads a team.
There’s a paid bookkeeper handling all of the
posting to ledgers in MYOB, and advising the
Treasurer. There’s an Accounts Payable
volunteer paying our bills. There’s an Assistant
Treasurer managing membership fees, event
monies and class levies, and liaising with our
office volunteers on finance matters. Our
accounts are managed in MYOB, so no-one is
sweating over dusty ledgers in a darkened cell.
And then there’s the Finance Working Group 2

supporting the Treasurer and advising the
Committee of Management. The Treasurer is
also a member of the Executive of the
Committee of Management.

Have you dealt with finance in some
capacity before, either in a club or
professionally? You don’t need to be an
accountant. Have you used MYOB? Have
you used spreadsheets (Excel) in some
capacity? Do you have a few hours you
could devote to managing the Finance
team?
If you need a short refresher course to get back
up to speed after a break, perhaps that can be
arranged. If you’re hesitant about taking the
task on, talk to Jo Thompson or someone on the
Committee and we can try to find a way to
make it work for you.
Our newsletter and website teams are after
photographs of people “doing things” at U3A
classes and events. Sitting playing bridge,
scrabble or chess is just as much “doing things”
as playing pétanque or table tennis! Every
smartphone has a camera, so let’s get to it.
Send photos to u3acm.wrt@gmail.com or
u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com.
With Easter and school holidays upon us, check
with class tutors on class arrangements for
holidays. Some classes continue and some start
again in school term 2.
Finally, we’ve had some issues with some U3A
members approaching Uniting Church staff at
the Manse looking for classes or information
about U3A. The Uniting Church staff have no
knowledge of U3A classes or timetables and
cannot assist you. Make sure you have your
class tutor’s contact details with you so you can
contact them if you have a query.
That’s it for this newsletter. We hope you have
an enjoyable month of classes and activities.
Terry Murphy (for U3A Castlemaine Inc Committee
of Management).

Money Matters...For those members interested in
the financial matters of U3A Castlemaine, the
Monthly Financial Reports that are presented at
the U3A Committee of Management meetings
are now available for viewing by interested
members. The folder is available for viewing at
the Octopus.
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and constructive feedback forms part of each
session.
Monique Thomson
Time: Tuesday 1.00 – 3.30 pm
First (1st) and third (3rd) weeks
Date: 17/4/2018 until the end of the year
Venue: Uniting Church Manse Room 3
NB: Limited vacancies

Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Join a very supportive team
volunteering in one of two
valuable roles in Castlemaine
U3A. The support of the Finance Working Group,
Accounts Payable, retiring Treasurer and
Assistant Treasurer is IMMEASURABLE.

Vacancies exist for the following classes
Enrol online through the U3A Castlemaine
website or in person at the Octopus.
♦
Armchair Travel
♦
Art Workshop
♦
Australian History
♦
Australian Nobel Prize Winners
♦
Beginners Tai Chi
♦
Bridge, How to play the cards
♦
Bridge Rubber Play
♦
Bridge Duplicate Competition
♦
Bush Walking
♦
Chess
♦
Do we blame Napoleon or Bonaparte
♦
Energy Efficiency in the Home
♦
Fabulous Friday Flicks
♦
French
♦
French 2 Wednesday Class
♦
Golf Croquet
♦
History of Technology
♦
How Government works in Australia
♦
How to Maximise your Pension
♦
International Trade & Transport
♦
Italian Advanced Conversation
♦
Latrobe University Lectures
♦
Latin 1
♦
Latin 2
♦
Latin 3
♦
Latin 4
♦
Latin Advanced
♦
Music Appreciation
♦
Music in the Lounge Room
♦
N. Tasmanian Garden Tour
♦
Peace Education 1 & 2
♦
Pétanque
♦
Prose & Poetry of Emily Dickinson
♦
Science Helping to Feed the World
♦
Scrabble for Fun
♦
Seated Tai Chi
♦
Secret men’s Business
♦
Table Tennis
♦
Trigonometry Plus
♦
U3A Choir
♦
Warm Water Exercises
♦
Wednesday Plein Air Painting
♦
Wine Appreciation

May is a good time to take on this
role as it is a quiet time of the year for
receiving monies. It makes CENTS to share
your skills.

2019

Prospectus

Editor...to help

with the production of the 2019 Course
Prospectus.
The position needs someone with Word and
formatting skills who can assist the current
editor, Robyn Yeoman, in compiling the
Prospectus in a format ready for printing.
Training and assistance will be provided.
Please contact Russell Annear (Course Coordinator)
M: 0407 346 334 E: u3acm.courses@gmail.com

NEW CLASSES
How

Government

Works

in

Australia

This course explains and demystifies the various
institutions of government and how they
interact in the context of the Constitution.
Topics covered include levels of government,
representative
and
liberal
democracy,
constitutional monarchy, the High Court and
the principle of separation of powers. Rod Espie
Time: Tuesday 10.00 -11.15 am weekly
Date: 17/07/2018 for 10 weeks
Venue: Uniting Church Fellowship Room

Seated Tai Chi
Tai-Chi is a gentle, low impact form of exercise
that can benefit the whole body. A modified,
seated form of Tai-Chi can be practised safely
and enjoyed by people who find standing for
long periods difficult.
A safe, easy to learn program to relieve pain,
improve health and the quality of life.
Requirements for the course; a willingness to
learn and participate and to attend classes
Dot Henshall P: 5472 5108
regularly.
Time: Friday 10.00 -11.00 am
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th weeks (NB Not Coffee Morning)
Date: 20/04/2018 until the end of the year
Venue: Uniting Church Manse Room 3

Writers Anonymous
This is a course for people who love to write and
to share what they have written with others. Any
genre is acceptable: memoir, fiction, non-fiction
or poetry. Class discussion, a writing exercise
3

TIPS FOR TUTORS/CLASS LEADERS!
If any of your class members are unsure how to
enter Apologies, there’s a “Help” sheet in the
‘Members’ section of the ‘MyU3A Instructions’
page. The class member should go to the
www.u3acastlemaine.com website, click ‘MY
U3A LOGIN’ (at the top of the ’page’) then
click ‘MyU3A Instructions’.
When apologies are entered this way, the
system inserts an ‘A’ into all the roll cards and
attendance summaries for all the classes in
which that member is enrolled. Especially useful
when going away on holidays!!

Class Expenses: Tutor/Class Leader course
expenses can be claimed subject to CoM
approval.

Photocopying/Printing at the Octopus
Please note that Tutors can print/copy all
Class/Course notes at the Octopus.
A PIN is required in order to access the
machine. If you do not have one please
contact the Office Manager or Course
Coordinator (contacts on the back of the
newsletter)

NB: If you need help with the
photocopier, training is available by
contacting the Office Manager.

Friday Coffee Morning (...always held
on the first Friday of each month)
When: Friday, 6th April
Time:
10.00 am
Where: Church of Christ 66 Blakeley Road
Castlemaine
Guest Speaker
April: Team Henderson is an entertainer and
educator. A Facilitator of Fun. Minister of Delight.
Juggler,
clown,
musician,
stilt
walker, song-writer,
and
teacher.

children

The Octopus will be
closed for the
School Holidays:
30 March - 15 April

in

He will speak on his
performances and
circus
skills
workshops
for
Australia
and
overseas.

Coffee Morning Duty

∗
∗
∗

English Literature
Play Watchers
Writing Room

4th May - Speaker: Witnessing worrying
burnout in her doctor husband, Lucy Mayes
went on a quest to find out what is really going
on behind the scenes in medicine. Doctors'
stories of reclaiming hope, heart and healing
in medicine.
Coffee Morning Duty
May: Understanding Opera, Art Workshop and
Ballet Appreciation

Please be aware: A ‘Total Fire Ban’ does
not warrant cancellation of classes unless
the following conditions apply ….
Extreme Heat Policy ‘In a Nutshell’

Cake Raffle

ALL U3A activities must be cancelled when the
forecast temperature for CASTLEMAINE is:
◊ 38° or higher at 8pm the night before
◊ on a day of extreme or greater fire danger
regardless of the temperature
◊ The U3A Castlemaine website has a link to
the weather forecast and to the Policy
http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
Activities are cancelled automatically, without
any need for Course Leaders to contact the
members in their group.
4

- Winners are Grinners!
February: Thank you to the three
people who donated the prizes, it
made our first raffle a grand event
indeed: a cake, handbag and
enormous box of chocolates!
March: back to normal! A beautifully
presented pineapple fruit cake made by
Corinne Mitchell. Thank you very much Corinne.
Surprisingly, Bronwyn and Peter Stephens had
the winning tickets for both cake raffles. How is
that for luck, or coincidence??!! (Dodgy? Ed!)

books was ‘The Vedgymight History of
Australia’ described in the blurb as containing
‘Concentrated History Extract’. It is the
Australian equivalent of the English classic
‘1066 and All That’. When he died Nick was
working on a book on English grammar, a
subject on which he had firm and original
views.
Nick had a degree in Greats (Latin, Classical
Greek, Ancient History and Philosophy) from
Oxford. He was an enthusiastic joiner and
contributor to intellectual groups and clubs
such as the Samuel Johnson Society. Many
U3A members will remember his contributions
to the ‘Words in Winter’ festivals. His
contributions to debates were invariably
original, intelligent, and witty. He will be greatly
missed. David Cunningham

Sportingly, a second ticket was drawn for the
March cake. Congratulations to the eventual
winner.
For some years now, members coming to
Coffee Morning have been welcomed by Eva
Haarburger’s big smile as she directs people to
sign in their attendance in the book.
Nearby, Betty and Enid for do such a wonderful
job each month in selling and folding the Cake
Raffle tickets. What would we do without
them?
And then there is Marie Twyford busying herself
in the kitchen, organising all the helpers to
provide the morning tea after the formal part
of the morning. Thanks go to these women;
your contribution does not go unnoticed. How
could we manage without these and other
wonderful volunteers?
Monique Thomson (Volunteer Coordinator)

Hugh Webb … ‘go gently’
After a short illness U3A member Hugh Webb
died peacefully early in March in Castlemaine
Hospital, his dear wife
Jo by his side.
Hugh had been a U3A
member since arriving
in Castlemaine in 2009.
Early on he took a
course
for
us,
“Collections”, enjoyed
by many and held in
the front room of our
Art Gallery.
Last year Hugh presented us with a short course, “Versailles”. Paris and
French history were great passions of his. Hugh
spoke French well and had planned a group
tour there in May this year.
Hugh was a great supporter of U3A, always first
to help with catering events, so many of us
enjoyed his anchovy pastries and his
charming, friendly and professional waiting
service. He attended many courses over time
so there will be a lot of members and course
leaders who knew him well.
Many others will know Hugh as an antiques
dealer, he had a number of ‘pop up shops’ in
Castlemaine over the years, selling rugs about
which he had a great deal of knowledge and
sometimes furniture and objects, all either with
a story or of a slightly quirky nature. A
flamboyant and generous man, he was a
great cook and enjoyed having friends at his
table, always set with care and without fail
some wonderful china and glassware. Hugh
made many friends in Castlemaine.
There is a house in Castlemaine renovated by

In Remembrance…
Nick

Hudson

… village treasure
and Town Crier of
Newstead, died on
1 March, 2018. He
would have been
85 in April. He ran a
stimulating
U3A
course
‘Modern
A u s t r a l i a n
Usage’, an abiding
interest of his. Indeed he wrote a book, still in
print, with exactly that title, an Australian rival to
the classic Fowler’s Modern English Usage, but
easier to understand and wittier.
Nick was a Words man. He earned his living as
a publisher, first at Heinemann Education
Australia, a business which he developed from
scratch and later with his own company
Hudson Publishing. Among the more notable of
the publications for which he was responsible
was Peter Wright’s Spycatcher, which, thanks to
Maggie Thatcher’s attempt to have the book
banned and a brilliant defence by young
Malcolm Turnbull, went on to sell two million
copies.
Nick wrote many books himself. He was, for
instance, the principal editor of the
Heinemann Australian Dictionary (1976), the first
dictionary
designed
specifically
for
Australian schools. Another of his more popular
5

Hugh where he expressed his passion for
gardening to great effect. It will forever be a
pleasure for Jo and wonderful memorial to
Hugh. A creative, animated, affectionate
man, Hugh will be missed by many in
Castlemaine.

Choir
Happily our Choir has retained quite a few
new members in 2018, which makes it all the
more enjoyable. We have even gained a new
and talented pianist called John Meir to
replace John Tungyep, and our new John has
already arranged a few fun songs into parts
especially for us. As well as those songs, we
are working on a number of other pieces,
some we have done before, and some new
to all of us. There is absolutely no chance of
getting bored, and we do have fun.
Even with our new members, there is still room
for more singers, the more the merrier. We
meet on Tuesdays at the Salvation Army Hall in
Kennedy Street between 3.30pm and 5.30pm,
making us one of the only choirs in town that
meets in the daytime.

Fabulous Friday Flicks

fortunately, no other classes were being run on
Friday afternoon.
Laughter was the name of the game when we
made mistakes, and some players broke into
song. We enjoyed a delicious tea to end the
event and all went home very happy, so we
shall have more meetings during the course of
the year.
“We pluck the strings to play a tune,
Then strum our chords and sing.
Recorders sound so clear and sweet,
As we blow a melody.
The tamborine and scraper
Set the rhythm in.
While shakers rattle gently,
We make a lovely team.
That's what we do each week”
Enjoy the Easter holidays. Angela

Over Eighties Luncheon Group
When: Thursday, April 12 @ 12:30 pm
Where: Sky Dancers' Restaurant, corner of
Blackjack Road / Midland Highway, Harcourt.
Apologies to Penny Garnett P: 5472 3142 by
Tuesday April10, please!

Scrabble...Strategy, skill, luck of the letters
and laughter plus some new words we found in
the dictionary . . . ! U3A Scrabble players enjoy
our Thursday afternoon games.
We have beginners and some more
experienced and competitive players – so
everyone can play with the style that suits them.
We reckon it beats ‘Words with Friends’ –
especially now we have an extra Prestige
Scrabble set, with the new one recently
acquired from the outstanding selection of
board games at Castlemaine Office Supplies in
Lyttleton Street. We have room for a few new
members if you’d like to join us.

Our themes this year are Documentaries,
Australian, Comedy, Animation and Italian.
We started with Documentaries seeing
"Obit" (about the obituary writing department
at the New York Times newspaper) and "Ingrid
Bergman: In Her Own Words" (a profile of the
star drawn exclusively from her own
diaries, letters, interviews, film clips).
In April, we will be off on a third theme - to
Italy - for a couple of terrific Italian award
winners.
There are still vacancies in the class so come
along : 3rd, 4th or 5th Friday mornings.
Bev Orgill M: 0459 324 455 / E: philandbev@hotmail.com for more details.

Next get-together: April 21st
From: 12.30 - 2.30 pm
at
the
home
of
Fran Scutt
Apologies/queries:
Eva 5472 3391 or
Fran 0456 603 948.
Hope to see you all!

Music Makers

CWA (Harcourt Branch)

We finished our first term with a meeting of all
five groups at the Manse. Sadly, one of our
Ukulele 2 members passed away - Karin
Ozinga, so we paid our respects with a
minute's silence.
Each group played their individual songs, and
we combined our playing of many pieces
together, some strumming, some playing the
melodies with an introduction of percussion
instruments. It was musically noisy, but, 6

Be entertained by one of Castlemaine’s living
treasures, Robyn Annear, with her ... ‘Op Shop
Stories’. Bring along your own Op Shop story
and dress in your best Op Shop gear!
When: Thursday 5th April at 1:30 pm
Venue: Harcourt Leisure Centre, Binghams
Road, Harcourt. All welcome. Entry: $8
RSVP : by 2 April 2018 to Mary Tigg M: 0400 861
950 E: harcourtcwa@gmail.c

Solos Group

prisons.
Full time carers and children in the care of any of the
above mentioned groups are also eligible.
For more information please contact Goldfields
Libraries’
Community
Based
Services
team
E:homelibraryservice@ncgrl.vic.gov.au/
P: 5447 2790.

The
Th e a t re
Ro ya l
C a s t le m a in e
launched Castlemaine Cinematheque on
Wednesday 28 March

The new trial community bus service will operate door
to door linking the towns of Maldon and Castlemaine
and providing loop
services around both
M a l d o n
a n d
Castlemaine.
If you are interested in
giving something back
to your community,
then sign up to be a
volunteer
community
bus driver by 24 April.
Volunteer drivers do not
require a special drivers
licence and will be
offered free RACV driver safety training and free first
aid training.

They will screen a curated program of films for
the celluloid lovers of regional Victoria every
Wednesday. At the concession price it’s very
affordable – and the time has been

chosen to fit in with our U3A
timetable in the expectation that
we will support it.

Wednesdays in April
4 April

Stromboli

11 April

Respiro

18 April

The Leopard

Standard
Tickets:

Full: $16

Conc: $13.50

4-pack
$40.00

10-Pack
$135.00
Full

Packages:

(4 consecutive
sessions)

$100 Conc (use over 6 months)

The Nara Dreaming Exhibition

is
the manifestation of an ambition held by a
small group of Central Victorian visual and performing artists to bring together a cross-cultural
exhibition featuring various mediums including
painting, photography, sculpture and craft
work.
https://naradreaming.com.au/main/
page_events.html

Suggestion:

If you are interested in
travelling with others to this event please
contact Max Clarke: M : 0428 824 782
Goldfields Libraries now offer a home
library service to individuals who
are unable to visit the library in
the Mount Alexander Shire.
The Home Library Service is for
members of the community who
have illnesses or disabilities which prevent them from
accessing the library themselves.
The service also extends to individuals who are able
to visit the library but are not able to carry items
home and individuals living in nursing homes, hostels,
supported accommodation houses, hospitals or

Alert: Active Centrelink Scam
The scam involves callers claiming to represent
Centrelink requesting bank and other personal details.
Often, the caller claims to have sent out a letter that
hasn’t been responded to and then demand that the
information must be provided ASAP or risk pensions
getting cut off. If questioned, the caller provides an
“02” telephone number to call back along with a fake
reference number.
Centrelink’s number is 132 300 and the reference
number is your Customer Reference Number (CRN). If
these details don’t match, the call should be ignored.
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President

Vacant

Vice President

Vacant

Secretary

Terry Murphy

0425 712 362

u3acm.secretary@gmail.com

Treasurer

Joanne Thompson

0457 388 344

u3acm.treas@gmail.com

Immediate Past President

Vacant

Courses Coordinator

Russell Annear

0407 346 334

u3acm.courses@gmail.com

Venues Coordinator

Elizabeth Brown

0433 548 777

u3acmvenues17@gmail.com

Newsleer Editor

Hilary Becke+

0418 287 065

u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com

Minutes Secretary

Phil Fletcher

0409 750 947

wombat.ﬂetch@gmail.com

General Commiee

John Waldie

0400 858 581

papajohn3002@gmail.com

Volunteer Coordinator

Monique Thomson

5474 2290

u3acm.volcoordinator@gmail.com

Events Coordinator

Joe Scoglio

5472 2396

u3a.events@gmail.com

Publicity Oﬃcer

Vacant

Oﬃce Coordinators:

Annie Ba+en
Ellie Rawles

0404 348 814
0491 122 452

u3acm.oﬃce@gmail.com

Assistant Treasurer

Anet McDonald

5470 6497

u3acm.asstreas@gmail.com

Accounts Payable

Ann Roman

5472 5262

gabeandann@bigpond.com

Membership Oﬃcer

Tami McVicar

0400 606 856

tamimcv@mmnet.com.au

Membership Assistant

Pam France

0467 640 796

pamelafrance@hotmail.com

Governance Coordinator

Janet Gilmore

0400 075 107

gilmorej@bigpond.com

ICT Working Group

Sue Tomkinson

0411 806 339

ninoum48@gmail.com

Website Event Submissions

Brier Johnson

Network Vic Rep.

John Waldie

0400 858 581

papajohn3002@gmail.com

Property

Jim Blain

5472 4230

jim.blain@bigpond.com

IT Support

David Sime

0418 242 977

u3acm.it@gmail.com

Website Management

Website Review Team

Cake Roster/Raﬄe

Beryl Leavesley

5472 3182

berylleavesley@hotmail.com

Trading Table

Ruth Wilson
Harvey Jacka

5472 3604
5470 5079

rmjjwilson36@gmail.com
marionandharvey@gmail.com

Kitchen
Kitchen Backup

Marie Twyford

mltwyford@gmail.com

Veronica Hurley

5472 5450
5472 1383

Celebra3ons/Tributes

Barbara Bunton

5472 3186

wil2bar@impulse.net.au

u3acm.wrt@gmail.com

u3acm.wrt@gmail.com

MYU3A Support/Help

myu3ahelp@gmail.com
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